Bring NGLS Brief

Lisinka Ulatowska will speak on A PARTNERSHIP OF PEOPLE TO MANAGE THE IMPACT EACH OF US IS HAVING ON THE EARTH SYSTEM

She has a Doctorate in Psychology and has been involved with the UN since 1969 in various capacities She now represents several ECOSOC accredited NGOs including the Institute for Planetary Synthesis. This was one of the founders of the UN Major Group Commons Cluster which she now coordinates. She has written a couple of novels including Fearless. Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things in a World Gripped by Fear and Crossroads 2000: A Basic Income for All People and a Marshall Plan for the Earth.
A PARTNERSHIP OF PEOPLE TO MANAGE THE IMPACT EACH OF US IS HAVING ON THE EARTH SYSTEM

Read by Dr. Lisinka Ulatowska, Coordinator of the UN Major Group Commons Cluster.

Such a partnership seems impossible in a world where everyone is scrambling for resources and in the process destroying the Earth System’s capacity to support human life.

Fortunately there are other aspects to humanity which come to light when we look at our world from a commons perspective.
I should like to describe why a commons approach is so condusive to sustainable development;

2. How we can use a commons approach would be central to an SDG on managing the Earth System and 

3. How a commons approach would help us at every step of its implementation.

Commons are partnerships between people who manage their resources together so that all benefit from the outcome. Commons create partnerships to steward and manage water resources, soil quality, forests, plant and animal species. Thousands of commons communities live sustainably within their respective global footprints.

 
Commons partnerships are characterized by caring, sharing and a sense of community from local to global levels. Because commons partnerships tend to meet needs that are not being met in other ways, they often connect people across national boundaries and unite people in developed and developing countries as in fair trade initiatives, information exchange, sharing of research and tools for sustainable development. As commons partnerships they involve all stakeholders in meeting their own needs, they foster commitment to engage. 

Cooperatives are the business branch of the commons. Summing up the International Year of Cooperatives in 2012, the SG mentioned that according to UN statistics, cooperatives have a total of one billion members worldwide—that is one seventh of the world’s population. 
Commons partnerships are important building blocks for sustainable communities at all levels.

***
The Earth System on which all human life depends should be recognized as a global commons and managed responsibly by all 

At present it is managed by all people jointly without them realizing the role they play while all are suffering the consequences of poor management. Keeping the total impact of humankind on the Earth System to within those boundaries that support human life is a matter of life or death – violent death through cataclysms, or death after long suffering illnesses due to deptivation and poising.

 

Here the global partnership is failing. It would b e important therefore to have and SDG on conscious holistic management by all people of their impact on the Earth System.
That would involve all people managing and benefiting from the Earth System together. i.e. a commons approach. We therefore join with the United Nations Task Team for Post 2015 Development and call urgently for increased involvement by all stakeholders worldwide in responsible decision making.

Since Rio+20 such large scale involvement has become possible. With the competent assistance of the UN Secretariat one billion people were reached in the span of just 6 months for their views. Among those reached are some of the most marginalized. These views are already feeding the discussions being held by the Open Working Group and each day a part of the summary is put out by NGLS for all to see. I have a copy here with me.
How can commons approaches help us to implement such an SDG? 
1. We can use commons approaches to manage the Earth System, I shall mention one example
2. People can be educated to make decisions constructively as informed equals with diverse perspectives and experience;

3. And people can participate in generating and assessing approaches to the implementation of the SDG. 
This was worked out in part at an International Conference held in Oporto, Portugal, in November this year. It was organized by the Serralves Museum (which has a branch on sustainable development education) and Quercus, an NGO in consultative status with the UN and a member of the Commons Cluster. It was attended by experts on planetary boundaries, environmental lawyers, experts on metrics, and educators The key note speaker was Kul Gautam who was one of the candidates for President of the General Assembly in 2012. 

Here is one commons approach by which all people could become partners by managing their individual impact on the Earth System cooperatively:
1. The Earth’s System is proclaimed a global commons to be managed by and for the benefit of all people and nature.
2. Ecocide would be proclaimed a Crime Against Peace. 

3. The use of depletable resources are strictly capped.

4. Each person could be apportioned a non-transferable share of the global footprint that would guarantee that human’s impact would stay within pre-1950 limits.

5. Instead of being taxed on our work, we would pay a fee for the use of any part of the global commons. 

6. The monies collected would go to a Fund to restore the global commons and a possible basic income for all people.

7. The Fund could be administred by the UN’s Trusteeship Council. 

Kul Gautam mentioned that is support in high places for this latter proposal and is already persuing this angle.
People would need to be educated to function both in harmony with the Earth System and also to make decisions together. 

To be prepared for the task, people would have to learn to sharpen their intuitive connection to Mother Earth. This connection is functioning unconsciously every second of the day since intuition is our umbilical chord to Mother Nature. 
Learning should also be based on Bio-region. For instance, there could be daily reports like we now have on the weather; people would know the status of the environment within their bio-region and understand how their bio-region is nested within the biosphere of the earth

They would also have to learn to make decisions in a mutually supportive and constructive manner. Here are some elements of education that would also promote a commons approach: 

· Learning  would be embedded in real life
· Students would learn to take responsibility for their inner state/environment 

· And for their outer environment

· Students and others would link locally, nationally, regionally and globally

· Students would link with their communities

· There would be a bias toward Experiential Learning

The draft SDG on education this working group has developed can be found on www.commonsactionfortheUnitedNations.org.

Everything being proposed exists today. The question is how to bring all this together into one system which is understood and supported by all. 

Here Kul Gautam suggested an interim step that has been used by the UN repeatedly: 

The formation of a Commission  of Eminent Personalities to work together with all stakeholders worldwide to explore how to transform the Earth System into a global commons to be managed by and for the benefit of all people and nature.
This should include metrics to enable each of us to take responsibility for the impact we make individually on the Earth System, relevant education and a worldwide exchange of best practices, that can empower us all to thrive in our integral relationship with one another and nature. And its Report should help Member States in consultation with the world’s people to implement the SDG on the joint management of the Earth System.

To bring all this together:
· A commons approach is already useful in managing sustainable development and  helping to  regenerate business where the gap between the haves and the have-nots has become too great;

· It is already helping many people manage their combined impact on the Earth System; it provides educational tool that will help people make joint decisions harmoniously; 
· it can help involve all people in thinking along with a Commission of Emminent Personalities that would prepare a report on the way forward for all; and finally 
· a commons approach enables all people to be at the very heart of the management of the Earth System itself.
In June, 2013 the Government of Ethiopia and UN DESA.organized the Ethiopia High Level Symposium. Commons partnerships among all people to manage the impact each is havingon the Earth System is a response to the three purposes sought by this High Level Symposium:

1.It shapes a global partnership for development that addresses existing gaps 

in implementation,

2. It includes different development approaches in the global partnership for 

Development…

3. It has key features needed to meet the expectations of the various actors about what a global partnership for development should do and it has a strong monitoring and accountability mechanism. 

We believe that the above suggestions go a long way to fulfilling the above purposes.

For more detailed proposals, please see www.CommonsActionfortheUnitedNations.org .
For more information, please contact: Myra Jackson commonsactionun@gmail.com
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